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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 083632 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SCUL, YE 

SUBJECT: JEWISH CEMETERY IN TAIZ: TOMB OF SHALOM 
SHABAZI 

REFERENCES: (A) 77 STATE 249534 (NOTAL), (B) RANSOM- 
COUNTRYMAN LETTER JANUARY 23, 1978 

1 . ISRAELI POL COUNSELOR TOURGEMAN HAS AGAIN CONTACTED 
DEPARTMENT CONCERNING CONDITION OF TOMB OF POET SHALOM 
SHABAZI. HE SAID THAT JEWISH COMMUNITY OUTSIDE YEMEN HAS 
RECEIVED CONTRADICTORY REPORTS ON TOMB, AND ASKED IF 
AMEMBASSY OFFICER COULD PROVIDE FIRST-HAND ACCOUNT OF 
CURRENT CONDITION. 

2. POST IS THEREFORE REQUESTED TO ARRANGE FIRST-HAND 
VIEWING OF TOMB BY EMBOFF (E.G., AID EMPLOYEE IN TAIZ 
AREA), IF IN OPINION OF EMBASSY THIS WOULD NOT CAUSE 
PROBLEM LOCALLY. 
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